
ROTARY DISTRICT 5130
WORLD POLIO TORCH RELAY
Combined PR Promotion & Facebook Timeline
October 2-24, 2026  |  Crescent City to Petaluma
Relay Description
Rotary District 5130's World Polio Torch Relay will travel through participating North Coast communities from Crescent City on October 2 to Petaluma on October 24, World Polio Day. At each stop, Rotary clubs will carry and pass the torch through community walks, runs, rides and public handoffs. The relay will raise public awareness of Rotary's commitment to ending polio, encourage support for PolioPlus, and create local opportunities for community participation and media coverage.
Communications approach: The District will provide the overall story, approved messages, route updates and campaign-wide promotion. Participating clubs will promote their local relay details, contact local media, share Facebook content, and submit timely action photos and results for District amplification. All public materials should use the approved route, event details and donation link.
Unified PR Promotion & Facebook Timeline
This replaces separate PR and Facebook schedules so clubs can follow one coordinated campaign timeline.
	Timing
	Campaign Phase
	PR / Communications Actions
	Facebook Actions

	Now-Aug. 31
	Prepare and approve
	Finalize the master route, event facts, spokesperson quotes, media list, press materials, landing page and approved donation link. Provide clubs with the toolkit and confirm local communications contacts.
	Prepare the District launch posts, Facebook Event/page content, route graphic, club-ready captions and image sizes. Clubs prepare local event posts but do not publish unapproved dates or locations.

	Sept. 1
	Campaign launch
	Issue the District overview press release and personalized media pitch. Publish the approved route and campaign information on the District website and share the launch with club presidents, Area Governors and PI teams.
	Publish the main District Facebook launch post with the relay dates, purpose, route link and donation link. Clubs share the District post and publish their approved local event information.

	Sept. 2-18
	Build awareness
	Pitch regional and local media, submit community-calendar listings and identify the strongest visual or human-interest stories. Clubs invite partners, youth groups and public officials where appropriate.
	Post two to three times weekly: relay purpose, End Polio Now facts, route highlights, participating communities, human-interest stories and ways to support or attend. Tag participating clubs and partners.

	Sept. 19-Oct. 1
	Countdown
	Confirm event details, spokespersons, photographers and media access. Send media advisories for early relay stops and continue tailored outreach for priority handoffs.
	Begin countdown posts and spotlight the opening in Crescent City. Clubs promote their local date, time, location and participation details, using the approved graphics and links.

	7-10 days before each local stop
	Local media push
	Each club sends its media advisory and personalized pitch to local newspapers, radio, television and community calendars. Highlight the handoff, best visual opportunity and local participants.
	Publish a local event spotlight with the confirmed details, why the relay matters and a clear invitation to attend, participate or donate. Tag the District and community partners.

	About 48 hours before each stop
	Reminder
	Resend the advisory, call priority media contacts and confirm the on-site spokesperson, photographer and handoff time. Report any approved route changes immediately.
	Post a reminder with date, time, location and participation details. Share to relevant community pages when permitted and ask partners to repost.

	Oct. 2-24
	Relay in progress
	Maintain the public route, alert media to strong upcoming visuals and collect coverage links, attendance estimates and approved photos from clubs. Promote the next stop after each handoff.
	Post timely 'Where Is the Torch?' updates, short video clips, action photos and handoff stories. Clubs post locally, tag the District and next club, and upload their best original images and captions within 24 hours.

	Oct. 24
	World Polio Day finale
	Coordinate finale media coverage in Petaluma, share preliminary results and gather final quotes, photos and video for the campaign recap.
	Post finale coverage, thank participating clubs and partners, reinforce the PolioPlus message and share the approved donation link.

	Oct. 25-28
	Results and thanks
	Issue the District results release and follow up with media using the strongest photos, key participation results and fundraising information available.
	Publish a District recap album or highlight post. Clubs thank their communities, share local results and repost the District recap.

	By Nov. 13
	Final report
	Complete a concise communications report covering participating communities, earned media, social reach, photos/video collected and PolioPlus results.
	Archive the strongest posts and assets, record Facebook reach and engagement, and identify lessons for future District campaigns.


Consistent Message for Every Channel
Every news release, email, website update and Facebook post should direct the public to the same approved route information and donation link. Use action photographs of the torch arriving, being passed and moving through the community; identify people and locations accurately; and obtain required permissions, especially when children are pictured.
Customizable Materials
Participating clubs can use the downloadable resources below to plan, promote, photograph, and report their local Torch events. Each file is designed to be practical, customizable, and easy to share.
Download Materials
Download the Club Public Image Toolkit
Download the Club Media Kit
Download the Social Media Playbook
Download the Facebook Event Guide
Download the Photography Checklist
Download Sample Proclamation
Editable Club Promo Flyer
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