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$750 Grant for Your Club Project! 
DG Jim O'Grady is happy to announce the 2024-25 Special District Grant available to all 5130 District Clubs  
This year's grant is titled the "Governor’s 7 Areas of Focus Grant" and will be awarded as a reimbursement up to 
$750.  Your club chooses a special project that aligns with one or more of the Rotary Foundation's 7 Areas of 
Focus.  Your project MUST include Rotarian involvement and have a clearly defined connection to one of those 
areas.  The grant cannot be used for fundraising activities and cannot be used to just "write a check" without 
meaningful Rotarian involvement.   Please review this 7 Areas of Focus Grant Final Report for important 
guidelines.  If you are unsure if your project will properly fit into the Rotary Foundation guidelines, please contact 
our District Grant's Chair Terry Dereniuk at rotary5130grants@gmail.com or call her at 707-337-2871.   The 
deadline for completion is May 31, 2025. 

District 5130 has an excellent RYLA Committee helmed enthusiastically by 
Cassie Pitkin, and Cassie, along with Rotarian George Phelan, spearhead 
our District Interact Committee – they recently, along with Past-Interact Chair 
Pat Miller helped bring in a new Interact Club at Cardinal Newman High 
School in Santa Rosa. And, thanks to Pat Miller and Wulff Reinhold for 
gaining certification of the Interact Club at Rancho Cotati High School. 

These Rotarians, and many of your fellow Rotarians work tirelessly “behind 
the scenes” to help all of us in Service Above Self. Thank you! 

 

 

 

 

 

Most of us are familiar with the reference to the “Twelve Days 
of Christmas” but did you know about the “Twelve Months of 
Rotary”? Rotary identifies a theme for each month. December 
is Disease Prevention and Treatment Month. Many of our  
clubs have projects directly addressing Disease Prevention, but 
did you know that the joy and happiness you are spreading with 
your many Rotary Holiday projects and activities brings vibrant 
health to others? Experiencing joy lowers the risk of disease 
and makes us all healthier.  Happy Holidays!  DG Jim O‟Grady 

  

January 24, 25, 26 2025  
Rohnert Park, CA REGISTER HERE 

 

http://www.rotary5130.org/
https://norcalmentalhealth.org/
https://www.rotary5130.org/human-trafficking/
https://formsmarts.com/form/28j4
mailto:rotary5130grants@gmail.com
https://peaceconference2025.org/


 
 
  

Rotary History in Peace 
During World War II, Rotary members 
looked for ways to create a stable and 
peaceful world. In 1940, convention 
delegates adopted a statement, Rotary 
Amid World Conflict, which emphasized 
that “where freedom, justice, truth, sanctity 
of the pledged word, and respect for human 
rights do not exist, Rotary cannot live nor 
its ideal prevail.” Walter D. Head, then 
Rotary International‟s president, remarked 
that there must be a better way to settle 
international differences than violence and 
called on Rotarians to find it.  
The Rotarian magazine ran essays by 
authors, politicians, and other well-known 
figures that encouraged discussion on the 
topic of peace. Rotary published collections 
of these essays as “A World to Live In” 
(1942) and “Peace Is a Process” (1944). 
Recognizing that the end of the war didn‟t 
eliminate the need to discuss these topics, 
Rotary continued the series with “Peace 
Demands Action” in 1947. 

 
 

 

 

 

Mark your calendars:  -  

 Peace Conference Jan. 24,25,26 2025 to be held in Rohnert Park, CA 

 PETS Training, March 7-9, 2025 to be held in San Jose, CA 

 District Training, April 6, 2025 to be held in Ukiah, CA 

 District 5130 Conference, May 2 and 3 to be held in Fortuna, CA 

 District 5130 Social in Calgary, Canada, June 22 @ 5:30 Craft Beer Market 

 Rotary International Convention, June 21-25 in Calgary, Canada  
 

 

 

Step One:  Log-in to Rotary's Learning center by 
visiting Rotary.org/learn. Use your MyRotary 
account credentials to log-in. You must log-in first 
for the links below to work.  
  
Step Two:  Click on a course name below to go 
directly to the course. 
  
"Preparing for your time in office" : 
 
Getting Started With the Learning Center (15 mins) 
Get Ready: Club President (15 mins) 
Rotary Club Central Resources (15 mins) 
Managing Club Business (30 mins) 
Working with your Club Leadership Team (30 min) 
Minimizing Risk (15 mins) 
Protecting Personal Data (30 mins) 
Protecting Youth Program Participants (30 mins) 
  
"Leadership Basics & Resources" : 
 
Online Membership Leads (30 mins) 
Rotary Foundation Basics (Optional, 45 mins) 
Best Practices for Engaging Members (45 mins) 
  
"Leading in Times of Transformation" : 
 
Leading Change (30 mins) 
Committing to Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion (15 
mins) 
Creating an Inclusive Club Culture (15 min) 
 

 
District 5130 is honored to have a vibrant group of Rotarians who 
tirelessly work with our Youth Exchange Program. Thank you, 
District Youth Exchange Chair Haider Ajina, Inbound Officer Nancy 
Dean, Outbound Officer Brian Lovell, District Youth Exchange Chair-
Elect Klark Swan, Inbound Counselors' Counselor Paulie Johns, and 
Newsletter Co-editor Kathy Flamson, for your support.  

Also, many thanks to the following for their efforts in making Youth 
Exchange a dynamic experience for all involved: 

Carlton Nielsen:  Training Coordinator and Past District Chair 
Renee Hyde:  Short-term Exchange Coordinator and Past Chair 
Mark McGowan:  Treasurer, Webmaster, North club Coordinator 
Charlie Kelly:  Host Family Coordinator, PDG 
Alicia Cerruti:  South District Club Coordinator 
Ted Loring:  Outbound Counselor's Counselor 
Claire Ajina:  Wellness Coordinator 
Valerie Hulsey:  Event Coordinator and Newsletter Publisher 
Christine Shappy Salas:  Scribe 

ROTARY YOUTH EXCHANGE BUILDS 
PEACE ONE YOUNG PERSON AT A TIME. 
Students learn a new language, discover another culture, and truly 

become global citizens. Exchanges for students ages 15-19 are 
sponsored by Rotary clubs in more than 100 countries. 

 

 

 

Questions? Contact: 
Jim O’Grady, District Governor 2024-2025: rotary@jimogrady.com / 707-773-0783 
Valerie Hulsey, Lieutenant Governor valerie.hulsey@yahoo.com / 707-486-4870  

Need back-issues of this 
Newsletter. Find „em 
Here at 5130 Website 

         
 
 

https://peaceconference2025.org/
https://farwestpets.org/
https://convention.rotary.org/en-us/
https://rotary.org/learn
https://learn.rotary.org/members/learn/course/208/getting-started-with-the-learning-center
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